


Settling In Policy



A settled child is happy and ready to learn. It is important to get this right for every child. We recognise parents and guardians as the child’s main carers and educators in accordance with the Early Years Foundation Stage. You know your child best and through good communication we will get to know your child well. Please help us to settle your child by being prepared to stay for the first few sessions.

Some children find it hard to settle into nursery, and staff reserves the right to suggest an alternative settling in process. Should this situation arise, the decision will be made after consultation with the parents, but the final decision must rest with the staff. You are welcome to stay with your child during the settling in period, but staff may suggest that you reduce the amount of time you spend with your child in the nursery during this time

We operate a key person system where a member of staff will take a special interest in your child’s learning and development. The list is displayed on the parent information board. Your child’s key person will be responsible for observing assessing and planning your child’s next steps. She will also speak to you about what your child likes to do at pre-school, please feel free to talk to your child’s key worker on a formal or informal basis.

The start date commences on the child’s first day of settling, which is generally carried out over a three day period and tailored to each child’s individual needs.

Initially when your child starts it is best to build up the time they spend with us. Each child is an individual and we take their lead in how best to settle them so they are happy to stay. Please be prepared to stay for the first few sessions. The staff have plenty of experience and you know your child so together we will be effective in settling your child.

We don’t like to see children cry and will do our utmost to comfort them and reassure them while they are settling. However prolonged crying and anxiety stresses young children so it may be necessary to call you to return early. Settling takes longer for some children especially as they are so young.
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